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Thank you, Ed, for that kind introduction. 

  

And thank you all so much for inviting me to speak to you today. 

  

This is my first time addressing the chamber, and it is a real honor to be here. 

  

It’s great to see so many friends and colleagues in the audience this morning – it’s a 

great way to start the day. 

  

I’d like to acknowledge the many senators who are here with us today… 

  

They have all been hard at work on budget and policy, so it I’m thrilled that they have 

taken time to be here this morning – thank you. 

  

I have to say, it has been a real pleasure developing a working relationship with the 

Boston chamber. 

  

Jim – I’d like to thank you in particular for the many thoughtful and meaningful 

contributions you have made to so many policy discussions over the years. 

  

We were lucky to have you as part of our grand bargain negotiations – and I also 

personally appreciate your assistance with the pay equity bill and helping us with 

implementation – thank you. 

  

I’d also like to thank the chamber, on behalf of the entire Senate, for your efforts to 

protect transgender rights in Massachusetts. 

  

As well as your work to promote women’s opportunities through your “All In For 

Advancement” program. 

  

This chamber clearly understands that diversity is good not only for employees but for 

companies’ bottom lines. 

  

And I know we can count on you as we work on issues of diversity and expanding 

opportunities moving forward. 

  



All of you serve as effective advocates for the companies you represent, and I am 

grateful for this forum where we can share ideas and work towards a common goal – 

the continued success of our great commonwealth. 

  

When I was first elected senate president last July, I spoke about the fact that 

Massachusetts has a great story to tell. 

  

I noted that wages are higher here, our workforce is more educated, and our economy 

is one of the strongest in the nation. 

  

We lead the way in clean energy, education and veterans’ benefits, and our 

incarceration rate is among the lowest. 

  

We also have never been afraid to take a leadership position on big issues, such as 

healthcare reform and equal marriage. 

  

We have a lot to be proud of, and I’d like to think that we have made smart 

investments in both our people – which I consider to be our greatest asset – and our 

economy. 

  

As the former senate chair of the joint committee on economic development and 

emerging technologies – as well as a former small business owner myself – I have a 

special place in my heart for economic development. 

  

I have also seen how economic activity has transformed my district, the MetroWest, 

from a bedroom community into an economic engine for the entire state 

  

Not to brag, but many of the state’s most profitable and rapidly growing companies 

are now either headquartered or located in MetroWest. 

  

As Senate President, I would love to see that level of success repeated in every region 

of the state – because if each of our regions thrive, we all thrive. 

  

The Commonwealth provides a rich environment for new ideas and new technologies 

to take seed and grow, thanks to the innovation infrastructure we have created here. 

  

From our many private and public institutions of higher education, to the investments 

we have made in clean energy, the life sciences, health care and the tech sector – we 

have created the conditions for success. 

  



In response to the great recession of 2008, we passed reforms which made it easier for 

businesses to locate and grow here – an effort I was proud to lead. 

  

We increased access to capital for small businesses, consolidated agencies, increased 

our marketing and tourism capabilities, and created regional economic development 

organizations. 

  

Since then, we have undertaken a number of economic development initiatives 

focused on things like workforce development, streamlining the state’s tax incentives, 

and making capital investments that work for the economy, such as the expansion of 

the Conley cargo terminal, right here in Boston. 

  

Massachusetts has recently cleared the way for a number of new industries, including 

gaming, legalized marijuana, online retail, and ride and home sharing services 

  

And while it feels like our economy is changing at lightning speed sometimes, I am 

glad that we have been able to call on the expertise of our businesses – a partnership 

that I hope will continue. 

  

For those of you unfamiliar with my work, my preferred leadership style is 

collaborative – 

  

I always believe that the finished product will be stronger if we bring all parties to the 

table and negotiate in good faith. 

  

We may not always agree on everything – 

  

But I have always been willing to use my expertise as a former arbitrator and mediator 

to try to reach compromise and consensus. 

  

This is the approach that we successfully applied to the grand bargain, pay equity, 

non-competes, and other complex issues. 

  

And it’s the approach I plan to utilize as we embark on this legislative session. 

  

One of the key challenge before us, I believe, is safeguarding and maintaining the 

economic vibrancy and vitality of our state. 

  

That’s why I believe it is important to emphasize that every policy issue we face this 

session is also an economic development issue. 

  



You can see the economic impacts of our policy decisions everywhere you look: 

  

Just this week, MassINC released a poll that revealed that, due to terrible commuting 

experiences in the greater Boston area, an incredible 30 percent of workers reported 

considering looking for a new job. 

  

Another recent study ranks Boston in the top five most expensive areas to buy a house 

– placing us above New York City. 

  

A widely-cited Mass Taxpayers Foundation study from last fall estimates that we lose 

a staggering $2.7 billion a year in business productivity from employees suffering 

from opioid addiction. 

  

And, as the Barr Foundation has noted, Boston is one of the most vulnerable places in 

the united states to climate change. 

  

For all of our successes, we face some daunting challenges as well. 

  

But I wouldn’t be in this line of work if I weren’t an optimist – I tend to be a glass 

half full type of person. 

  

And so I have faith that Massachusetts will rise to the challenges we face. 

  

It’s going to take more than faith, unfortunately, to tackle those challenges. 

  

Let’s start with transportation, since I’m sure the morning commute is fresh in your 

mind. 

  

It is clear that transportation is rising to the top of just about everyone’s list of areas to 

address to ensure our economic vitality. 

  

I commend the chamber for convening the Massachusetts Business Coalition On 

Transportation. 

  

It is an impressive roster of organizations that you have put together – and I also 

endorse your collaborative approach. 

  

We are undertaking our own roundtable study of transportation in the senate, led by 

Senate Transportation Chair Joe Boncore. 

  

And so I am certain that we will be working closely together. 



  

As we do so, the Senate will be guided by a set of principles that we would like to see 

in an updated, 21st century transportation system, which I’d like to lay out for you 

today. 

  

They are: 

  

Regional equity.  Simply put, if tolls are a good idea for my region, I believe we 

should explore the possible use of expanded tolling, including at our borders. 

  

Regional equity is also the reason the senate has passed legislation allowing for 

regional ballot initiatives, and why regional transit authorities will continue to be a 

senate priority. 

  

Access and affordability. We must ensure access for currently underserved 

communities, including rural areas. 

  

We must also ensure that our options are fully accessible to those with disabilities. 

  

And we must make sure that public transportation is affordable. 

  

Sustainability. We must look at our transportation systems from the perspective of 

environmental sustainability and climate change impacts. 

  

Connectivity. Our transportation infrastructure should thread our communities 

together in an interconnected web. 

  

We must find a way for public transportation to provide the connectivity that is now 

being provided by cars. 

  

Innovation.  From congestion pricing to mobile apps that make traveling by public 

transport easier, we must call on innovative tech and policy ideas to create the 

transportation system we need. 

  

Responsiveness. We must learn from the successes of the ride sharing companies and 

find ways to make public transportation more responsive to people’s needs through 

increased reliability, areas served, and more competitive pricing. 

  

Achievability. Finally, our best ideas won’t matter if we can’t find a way to make a 

21st century transportation infrastructure a reality – and find a way to pay for it. 

  



Like transportation, there are a lot of proposals to tackle the related challenges of 

climate change mitigation, resiliency and adaptation, as well as potential technological 

and policy fixes. 

  

To me, success will be when we look at every policy proposal through the lens of 

climate change. 

  

Including transportation / housing / energy – take your pick. 

  

When it comes to specific climate legislation, we should be asking the question, “why 

wouldn’t we do this?” Rather than “why should we?” 

  

It is too late to take small steps – the threat to our economic vibrancy from climate 

change is real. 

  

I am confident, however, that the Administration, the House and the Senate – all of 

whom have identified climate change as a top priority – will continue to work closely 

to address this issue. 

  

And I hope that we can call on your support as well. 

  

As they are in Boston, the issues of housing affordability and homelessness continue 

to be major concerns across the state. 

  

Like Boston, we have had tremendous growth in MetroWest in both economic activity 

and population 

  

But despite our successes, we still struggle with the creation of truly affordable 

housing, so that all of our region’s workers can afford to live and work in the same 

community. 

  

In fact, a recent WGBH report stated that lack of affordable housing could be the 

downfall of what they termed the “Metrowest Miracle” – 

  

So I understand how pressing this is for many cities and municipalities across the 

state. 

  

This is a kitchen table issue that affects every single resident. 

  

Like a terrible commute, not being able to afford a decent house in a place you want 

to live can cause talented workers to leave the state all together. 



  

And so I’m pleased to let you know that the senate will continue to lead on this issue. 

  

Another area where the senate has led the way recently is in criminal and juvenile 

justice reform. 

  

You may not think of access to justice as an economic development issue, but I’d like 

to make the case that it is. 

  

The criminal justice reform bill we passed last session was about fairness and doing 

what is right, but it was also about creating the opportunity for more people to fully 

participate in our economy. 

  

We have opened up a future of possibilities for our young people, who are being 

diverted from the criminal justice system, provided with the supports that they need 

through our family resource centers, and starting their adulthoods without the blemish 

of a criminal record due to a mistake in adolescence. 

  

Expungement of certain juvenile records has been a personal priority of mine for a 

long time, and I am proud to say that it is finally law. 

  

Who knows – the next great leader of our state – a senate president perhaps – could be 

a young person who had their record expunged because of our achievements in the 

legislature. 

  

And speaking of young people, the greatest opportunity that we have to ensure our 

future success is to provide a quality education to every single child here, regardless 

of zip code. 

  

We know that education makes us who we are. 

  

It drives our economic growth, our national leadership, our passion for innovation, 

and our ability to strive for an ever-greater quality of life for our residents. 

  

It is also our greatest hope for reducing income inequality, which threatens the 

stability of our commonwealth. 

  

That’s why I am proud that the senate has passed the foundation budget review 

commission bill three times. 

  



And I’m also proud the senate has provided the highest levels of funding for chapter 

70 – 

  

And made significant progress in implementing the FBRC recommendations for three 

years in a row. 

  

As we have done in recent years, the senate will continue to put its money where its 

mouth is when it comes to education. 

  

I have been working closely with Senator Michael Rodrigues, the Senate Chair Of 

Ways And Means, on the Fiscal Year 2020 Senate Ways And Means Budget. 

  

It’s not finalized yet, but don’t be surprised if we once again see record levels of 

chapter 70 funding again this year. 

  

And I am also hopeful when I say that this year will be the year that we pass 

meaningful k-12 education funding reform. 

  

I have confidence that Senator Jason Lewis, the Senate Chair Of Education, and the 

committee will take the best pieces of each of the bills before us, and come forward 

with a strong final proposal. 

  

I believe we are at turning point as a state – that the challenges we face are so big and 

so complex, and the desire to address them so urgent. 

  

That we must have an honest and clear-eyed conversation about how we will pay for 

the proposed solutions to our complex challenges. 

  

That’s why I have charged Senator Adam Hinds, the Senate Chair Of Revenue, with 

convening a revenue working group – which I am thrilled to have Jim, and others, be 

a part of. 

  

We will take a close and comprehensive look at our tax code and see what is working, 

what needs to be changed, how we can modernize, and how we can be more fair. 

  

I want to stress that we don’t yet know what the outcome of this work will be, and we 

plan to follow where the data leads us. 

  

Our main goal is to ensure that we are being accountable to every taxpayer and 

ensuring that our tax code is functional, modern and fair for all of us. 

  



So that we can capture revenue we may be missing – and have the ability to pay for 

the future we want to create. 

  

Finally, I firmly believe that we cannot remain economically vibrant if our workforce 

is unhealthy, either physically or mentally. 

  

On the physical health side, the senate plans to address the high cost of health care by 

slowing the rise of prescription drug prices and increasing transparency for the 

consumer. 

  

Under the guidance of Senator Cindy Friedman, The Senate Chair Of Health Care 

Financing, we will also continue to look at telemedicine and mobile integrated health 

as ways to both bring costs down and increase quality and access for everyone. 

  

When it comes to mental health care for our residents, however, I am looking for 

nothing less than a transformative approach to how we think about, talk about, and 

provide care for mental health issues. 

  

If you think of substance abuse as the result of unmet mental health needs, $2.7 billion 

in lost productivity due to the opioid crisis is just one statistic that illustrates the cost 

of ignoring mental health and wellness. 

  

According to a recent article in Forbes, an employee with depression accrues average 

annual healthcare costs that are over $6k higher than those without depression. 

  

There is a lot of data to illustrate that adverse mental health outcomes cost businesses 

money – and I’m sure you are all aware of how this issue is affecting your individual 

businesses. 

  

But this is about more than bottom lines – this is about people’s lives. 

  

Mental health touches so many of us in so many aspects of our lives – from those 

struggling with addiction, chronic homelessness or recurring incarceration… 

  

…to veterans fighting PTSD and families trying to break the cycle of child abuse and 

neglect… 

  

And those of us who have ever struggled with anxiety or depression… 

  

We need greater mental health awareness and access to treatment in our workplaces. 

  



But we also need it in our schools, our universities, our prisons and our communities. 

  

It is truly a universal issue here in our state. 

  

I am here today, in part, to ask for your help in addressing the need for increased 

mental health care in every aspect of our lives. 

  

This is a personal issue for me…. 

  

The need is twofold: 

  

To reduce the stigma associated with mental illness, so that every resident feels 

confident seeking treatment 

  

And to increase equity and access in mental health treatment, so that we can achieve 

full mental health parity. 

  

To this end, I am pleased to announce today that the senate budget will include $10m 

in new funding to support our efforts to reduce the stigma and increase access. 

  

These funds will be used to expand access to services for every region and for all 

residents, increase the number of well-trained practitioners, shore up our efforts to 

increase mental health parity, and instill awareness that mental health care is health 

care. 

  

My hope is to begin to increase awareness through a public education campaign done 

in partnership with you and other important stakeholders… 

  

And work together with Senator Cyr, the Senate Chair Of Mental Health, to address 

additional opportunities as they arise. 

  

This is Massachusetts, the hub of innovation in technology and healthcare. 

  

We have a lot of great minds here. 

  

And so if any state should be able to figure out a way to reduce the stigma around 

mental illness and create true mental health parity, it should be us. 

  

You have my promise that I will fight for mental health care in the commonwealth for 

as long as it takes. 

  



And I hope you will join me. 

  

We have covered a lot of ground this morning – I told you I was excited to be here! 

  

As a policy wonk, it is always fun to be with those who also care deeply about policy 

and how it affects our state. 

  

Please know that my door is always open, and I hope the Senate and the chamber can 

continue our productive working relationship as we tackle the very real challenges 

facing our state. 

  

Thank you all so much for your dedication to our Commonwealth. 

  

And thank you again for having me here today. 
 


