
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE GENERAL COURT  OF MASSACHUSETTS  
 

S T A T E  H O U S E ,  B O S T O N ,  0 2 1 3 3 - 1 0 5 3  

 

    
    

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Contacts:  Sarah Blodgett Catherine Williams 

September 19, 2019             Senate President Speaker 

     (617) 722-1500 (617) 722-2500 

 

 

Legislative, Education Leaders Announce Student Opportunity Act 
 

 

“The Student Opportunity Act builds on our ongoing efforts to support our neediest students and to close opportunity 

gaps,” said House Speaker Robert DeLeo (D-Winthrop). “The bill includes significant investments, placing a special 

emphasis on English learners and districts serving high concentrations of low-income students. In addition, this bill 

makes investments in school buildings, special education and transportation for districts across the state. Both the 

House and Senate have taken the noteworthy step of collaborating, side-by-side, to craft a bill that reflects a joint 

approach to support students. Thank you to Senate President Spilka for her leadership on this issue, and for the hard 

work of Chairs Peisch and Lewis to move this bill forward.” 

 

“We know that education drives opportunity, and that’s why access to a quality public education has been a guiding 

principle in Massachusetts since its founding,” said Senate President Karen E. Spilka (D-Ashland). “With the Student 

Opportunity Act, we recognize that providing the resources and tools that students need is both our basic responsibility 

and our greatest path to creating opportunity in the 21st century.  I commend the work of the Education Committee in 

developing a bill that will help create educational opportunities to serve students across the state, now and throughout 

their lives.” 

 

“The Student Opportunity Act is the result of the analysis of input from a wide variety of stakeholders including 

students, parents, educators, the business community, as well as experts in the education field,” said Representative 

Alice Hanlon Peisch (D-Wellesley), House Chair of the Joint Committee on Education. “I want to thank Senator 

Lewis, my co-chair, my fellow committee members, and legislative staff for their tireless efforts to craft this 

legislation. Today’s executive session was just the first step in the process of enacting this legislation. We all share the 

common goal of providing the highest quality public education for all our children and this bill is a giant step towards 

achieving that goal.” 

 

“The Student Opportunity Act will make an unprecedented $1.5 billion investment in our public schools, ensuring that 

school districts across the Commonwealth have adequate and equitable resources to provide all students, especially 

those facing adversity, with a high-quality public education,” said Senator Jason M. Lewis (D-Winchester), Senate 

Chair of the Joint Committee on Education.  “I look forward to continuing to work with my colleagues and all 

education stakeholders as this bill advances in the legislative process.” 
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